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Westcott and Hort: Occultists or Christians? You Decide 
Why does it even matter? 

Westcott and Hort abandoned the traditional text30, 32 and created a new Greek text,31 which relied heavily upon newly discovered Codex Sinaiticus,44 
along with previously discovered Vaticanus and Alexandrinus. Their new Greek text became the Greek Nestle-Aland and UBS textbooks used by 
most Catholic and Protestant translators today. This new text caused translators to doubt God’s preserved words and doctrine, resulting in Bibles 

translated after 1881 to contain thousands of changes from the traditional text, including the removal of Mark 16:9-20 & John 7:53-8:11. The general 
public has been led to believe that Westcott and Hort were Christians, but were they really? 

Biblical understanding, careers, billions in book sales, and reputations are at stake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Brooke Foss Westcott 
(Born 1825 – Died 1901) 

Very close friends with Hort 

 
What he did: Assembled a new Greek text to 

be used for translating Bibles since 1881. 
Conducted séances at the secret 
Cambridge Apostles club.5 Wrote rare 
occult books, with one called Collectanea 
Hermetica18 based upon the Alexandrian,  

Dr. Fenton John Anthony Hort 
(Born 1828 – Died 1892) 

Very close friends with Westcott 

 
What he did: Assembled a new Greek text to 

be used for translating Bibles since 1881. 
He attended séances to summon and stir 
up creatures, and uses New Age occult 
terminology in a letter he wrote to his wife 
according to his son, “We tried to turn  

 

Dr. Eberhard Nestle 
(Born 1851 – Died 1913) 

Used Tischendorf and Westcott & Hort Text 

 
What he did: Created 1st Edition Nestle-

Aland: The 1st edition was published by 
Eberhard Nestle in 1898 and combined the 
readings of editions from Tischendorf, 
Westcott and Hort, and Weymouth.38 

Gnostic or occult memberships: Unknown. 
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Egyptian / Greek wisdom texts of Hermes 
Trismegistus9, 10 and another called A 
Chymico-Kabalastic Treatise18 in 1895 
(perhaps under pen name). He founded 
Ghostly Guild which became SPR,8, 17 
which worked with infamous aristocratic 
Russian-German occultist Madame Helena 
Blavatsky in 1885.19 He is charged with 
heresy at least three times in 1861, 1865, 
1867, and his pamphlet suppressed after 
the episcopal referee detected heresy in it, 
per his son, Arthur Westcott.22, 28 

Gnostic or occult memberships:  
φ Cambridge Apostles a secret club.5, 6, 7, 25 
φ Eranus Society (Senior Apostles).8, 27, 29 
φ Founded Ghostly Guild.6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 20 
φ Ghostly Guild becomes SPR.8, 17 
φ Cock and Bull Club (Ghostlie Guild).11, 14 
φ Hermes Club (Philological Society).9, 23, 26 

What he believed: He followed the Eleatic 
School of Philosophy (Greek Philosophy), 
as did many of the early Gnostics.9 Beyond 
naming a club after Hermes, he also 
specifically mentions Hermes 
Trismegistus,10 the bases for many occult 
secret societies, such as Freemasonry,21, 24 
Rosicrucianism,24 Theosophy, and 
Thelema, which are against Christianity. At 
63 years old (1888), after the new Greek 
Text was completed in 1881, he is still very 
much involved with the occult stating, “If I  

tables, but the creatures wouldn't stir.”2 
Conducted séances at the secret 
Cambridge Apostles club5 and elsewhere. 

Gnostic or occult memberships: 
φ Cambridge Apostles a secret club.5, 6, 7, 25 
φ Eranus Society (Senior Apostles).8, 27, 29 
φ Founded Ghostly Guild.6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 20 
φ Ghostly Guild becomes SPR.8, 17 
φ Cock and Bull Club (Ghostlie Guild).11, 14 
φ Hermes Club (Philological Society).9, 23, 26 

What he believed: He held to many Gnostic 
beliefs, “I have been persuaded for many 
years that Mary-worship and ‘Jesus’-
worship have very much in common in 
their causes and their results.”3 He mocks 
those who stringently adhere to the Bible, 
“…fanaticism of the bibliolaters”.4 In a 
single page Hort says, “having read so little 
Greek [New] Testament, and dragged on 
with the villainous Textus Receptus 
[Traditional Greek Text used for 
centuries].” He continues, “Think of that 
vile Textus Receptus leaning entirely on 
late MSS. ; it is a blessing there are such 
early ones.” Referring to Codex Sinaiticus 
that Tischendorf ‘found’ and he mentions 
Tischendorf by name, and then speaks of 
starting a society to investigate ghosts, the 
Ghostly Guild.14 Dr. Hort believed the 
followers of John Hus (hero to Martin 
Luther and the reformers) worshipped  

 

What he believed: Dr. Nestle appears to 
deny God can preserve His Word to even 
the 1st generation copy or print run, let 
alone to future generations. "Nay, even 
when the two agree [original manuscript 
and copy], there is still the possibility that 
what the author wrote and allowed to be 
printed was not what he thought or 
intended to be read."39 He believes that, 
"Their disappearance [original 
manuscripts] is readily understood when 
we consider that the greater portion of the 
New Testament, viz. the Epistles, are 
occasional writings never intended for 
publication, while others were meant to 
have only a limited circulation."39 Was this 
perhaps a statement out of ignorance, 
since God said that he would “preserve” 
his words?40 Is it possible that the 
disappearance of original manuscripts 
over a long time period could be the result 
of Satan (the god of this world until Jesus 
returns)43 and evil people burning all the 
evidence they can locate?42  

Why it matters: If a Bible-doubter translates 
Scripture, God’s guidance is ignored, and 
thus their translation is not inspired and 
no longer Scripture. (see 2 Timothy 3:16)41 
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had the command of ghosts just at 
present, I think that Bismarck’s sleep 
would be a good deal disturbed. Perhaps it 
is well that I haven’t.” 12  

Why it matters: Beliefs affect how people 
think, teach, and translate the Bible, as 
expressed in this quote: “The outside 
world was wont to regard him [Westcott] 
as a mystic; and the mystical, or 
sacramental, view of life enters, it is true, 
very largely into his teaching.”1 Would you 
want someone who swore a membership 
oath to secret evil socialistic clubs, which 
opposes God’s leadership role, translating 
God’s divinely inspired book?21, 23, 24, 25 

Satan, yet Hussites were instrumental in 
trying to reform paganism out of the 
Roman Catholic Church.24 

Why it matters: God warns, “Regard not 
them that have familiar spirits, neither 
seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I 
am the Lord your God.” - Leviticus 19:31 
(KJV). It certainly appears that Hort and 
Westcott were seeking communication 
with ghosts13 (demonic spirits) even calling 
them creatures.2 How did this evil séance 
communication affect their understanding 
and translation of the Bible?... and what 
about their oaths of allegiance to secret 
clubs?25 

 

 

You decide - Occultists or Christians? 
Keep in mind, the oldest known manuscript 
available, The Jesus Papyrus, AKA Magdalen 
College Papyrus P64, at c.60 A.D. agrees with 

the King James Bible and Textus Receptus 
against the Nestle-Aland & UBS textbooks.33, 

34, 35, 36, 37 
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